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Sustainable Construction
Sustainable construction is a way to meet present-day needs for housing and infrastructure without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs in times to come. This reflects in a nutshell the definition of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for sustainable construction as "a way for the building industry to move towards achieving sustainable development, taking into account environmental, socio-economic, and cultural issues. Specifically, it involves issues such as design and management of buildings, materials and building performance energy and resource consumption – all within the larger scope of urban development and management".

Sustainable construction requires a mindset that goes beyond the discipline of an exact science. It requires the combination of experience acquired in architecture, engineering, and construction over many centuries, with the innovative exploration of new approaches in order to meet the demands of future generations. Sustainable construction blends experience with the urge to explore new horizons. It depends on hands-on knowledge and on research.

Depending on context and needs, sustainable construction must combine the application of different methods and approaches with the ongoing exploration of solid engineering, planning, and development strategies as far as society and environment are concerned. A diversity of approaches to sustainable construction provides an opportunity to learn from innovation and celebrate new solutions. The Holcim Foundation actively contributes its experience and regards its commitment as an important investment for the benefit of both today’s and tomorrow’s generations.
