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Daniel Pearl, Architect, L’Oeuf, Canada,
Winner of the Global Holcim Awards
Bronze 2006.

“Many things have become easier.
The clients have changed; because
sustainability is now more established,
clients must no longer be a hero when
they want to do something for the
future.”
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Günter Meinert, Senior Urban Specialist,
GTZ and Cities Alliance, USA/Germany.

“Our discussions often bypass the reality
of life. We can afford to think in the
abstract, but many people are living
hand to mouth and are immensely
vulnerable. We must be very careful
when we deal with squatter towns –
and have no unrealistic aims of trying to
create blossoming cities.”

Holger Wallbaum, Professor of
Sustainable Construction, ETH Zurich,
Switzerland.

“Unfortunately, there are no single
actions that could lead to a breakthrough
for sustainable construction. Sustain-
ability is not as simple as that. Because
intervention opportunities exist at all
levels, change must be effected every-
where: in awareness, in sensitizing, in
society’s frameworks, in competencies,
and in knowledge.”

Isabel Pocaterra, Architect, Proyectos
Arqui 5 C.A., Venezuela, Winner of the
Global Holcim Awards Gold 2006.

“We need politics with long-term vision.
We must help residents of squatter
towns to improve their situation step
by step.”
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Péter Janesch, Architect and Principal,
TEAM0910, Hungary, Winner of the
Holcim Awards Gold 2008 Europe.

“If we change the construction industry,
certain jobs will be lost and money
streams will be diverted. Unfortunately,
there are still many parties with interest
to keep things as they are. Our greatest
challenge is personal interests.”

Alicia Medina, Student, University of
British Columbia, Canada/Mexico.

“We still lack an integral approach.
People must be integrated more strongly
– when they receive a green building,
they might misuse it because they
weren’t involved in the development.”

Mona Serageldin, Vice President,
Institute for International Urban
Development (IIUD), USA.

“Our task is to improve people’s living
situations. Architectural wonders solve
no real problems.”
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Daniel K. Irurah, Senior Lecturer,
University of the Witwatersrand (Wits),
South Africa.

“We have since gained the technologies –
now the task is to see that the key
decision-makers push these technologies.”

Harald Sternberg, President, HafenCity
University Hamburg (HCU), Germany.

“The architectural and the engineering
communities still collaborate with each
other too little; coming together is
apparently not so easy for either
group – although the broad population
definitely wants to see a breakthrough
for sustainable construction.”

Yu Sing Lim, Architect, Genesis
Architects, Indonesia.

“We must strengthen the dissemination
of information. This Forum has shown
me once again how diverse the subject
of sustainability is – so we still have
much work to do to achieve clear
understanding.”
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