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tional University of Arts, Seoul.

Deane Simpson

Deane Simpson is an architect teaching at the ETH in Zurich, 
where he is currently also working on his dissertation. He was 
educated at the University of Auckland in New Zealand and at 
the Graduate School of Architecture and Planning at Columbia 
University in New York where he received his Master in Archi-
tecture in 1997. Formerly an Associate with Diller + Scofidio in 
New York, he collaborated from 1997-2003 on projects includ-
ing ICA Boston, Eyebeam, Brasserie, Blur, and JFK Travelogues. 
He has received a Fulbright scholarship, an SOM Foundation 
Fellowship, and research grants from the Holcim Foundation 
and the ETH TH-project. He is the author of several articles, 
and most recently co-author of Diller + Scofidio (+ Renfro): The 
Ciliary Function (Skira 2007).

Cary Siress

Cary Siress teaches architecture design and theory at the 
School of Arts, Culture, and Environment at the University of 
Edinburgh. He completed his PhD at the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology in Zurich (ETH) where he was also a member of 
the architecture faculty. He is also visiting professor at the 
Graduate School of Architecture at the University of Nanjing. 
His forthcoming book, edited with Julian Varas, is entitled 
Archipelagos: A Manual for Peripheral Buenos Aires (University 
of Palermo Press, 2008) and pertains to nascent urban cultures 
in the Mercosur region of Latin America. His articles have 
appeared in international journals such as LOG, SUMMA+, K2, 
Trans-, and Assemblage. He is currently working on another 

book concerning the strategic role of the city in Asian cam-
paigns of cosmopolitanization.

Robert Somol

Robert Somol was appointed Director of the School of Archi-
tecture at UIC in August 2007.  An internationally recognized 
design theorist, Somol was most recently professor in the 
Knowlton School of Architecture at Ohio State University and 
visiting professor at the Princeton School of Architecture, and 
taught design and theory at the University of California, Los 
Angeles, from 1997-2005.  He has served as the Max Fishman 
visiting professor at the University of Michigan and as the 
Cullinen Professor at Rice University, in addition to teaching 
at Columbia University’s GSAPP and Harvard’s Graduate School 
of Design. Somol is the editor of Autonomy and Ideology 
(Monacelli Press, 1997) and has served on the editorial boards 
of Any and Log. His writings have appeared in publications 
ranging from Assemblage to Wired. He is the co-designer 
of “off-use,” an award-winning studio and residence in Los 
Angeles that extends his interest in combining the speculative 
discipline of Modernism with the material excesses of mass 
culture: beinahe nichts meets la dolce vita. His collection of 
essays, Nothing to Declare, is forthcoming from ANY Books and 
the MIT Press. He is also a member of the Research Board of 
the Berlage Institute in Rotterdam.

Kaarin Taipale

Kaarin Taipale is a Senior Visiting Fellow at CKIR Institute of 
Helsinki School of Economics and a post-graduate student at 
Helsinki University of Technology. She speaks and writes on 
sustainable urbanism, the impact of globalization on cities, and 
the privatization of the public sphere. On behalf of the Ministry 
of the Environment of Finland she chairs the Marrakech Task 
Force on Sustainable Buildings and Construction. She is also 
a member of the World Future Council. She has been guest 
professor at Chalmers University of Technology, Göteborg, Swe-
den and has worked as an architect in Zurich, New York, and 
Helsinki. She was Editor of The Finnish Architectural Review, 
CEO of the Building Department of Helsinki and Chairperson of 
ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability. Locally, she is a 
member of the Commission of the Port of Helsinki.

Jean-Philippe Vassal

Jean-Philippe Vassal graduated from the School of Architec-
ture, Bordeaux in 1980, and spent the following five years in 
Niger as an architect and town planner. He lectured at the 
Schools of Architecture in Bordeaux (1992-1999) and Versailles 
(2002-2006), and was guest professor at the Peter Behrens 

School, Dusseldorf (2005) and TU Berlin (2007-2008). In 1987, 
he founded the architectural practice Lacaton & Vassal in 
Bordeaux with Anne Lacaton. Their renovation of the Palais de 
Tokyo contemporary Art Center in Paris was completed in 2001. 
Openly declaring their commitment to architectural economy, 
the work undertaken by Lacaton and Vassal focuses on eco-
nomic and precise solutions for transformation and construc-
tion, upgrading the city, and promoting dialog with the building 
industry, in order to propose generous conditions for living with 
pleasure. They have published the book + in collaboration with 
Frédéric Druot.

Eyal Weizman

Eyal Weizman is an architect based in London, where he 
studied architecture at the Architectural Association and 
completed his PhD at the London Consortium, Birkbeck College. 
He is the Director of the Centre for Research Architecture at 
Goldsmiths College, University of London. Before taking on 
this position, Weizman was Professor of Architecture at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna. In Israel, he has been working 
on architectural projects related to art and theatre. Weizman 
also works with a variety of NGOs and Human Right Groups in 
Israel and Palestine. He co-curated the exhibition A Civilian 
Occupation: the Politics of Israeli Architecture, and co-edited 
the publication of the same title. These projects were based 
on his human-rights research and were banned by the Israeli 
Association of Architects. They were later shown in the exhibi-
tion “Territories” in New York, Berlin, Rotterdam, San Francisco, 
Malmo, Tel Aviv, and Ramallah. Weizman has taught, lectured, 
and organized conferences in many institutions worldwide. 
His books include Hollow Land [with Verso Books], A Civilian 
Occupation [Verso Books, 2003], the series Territories 1, 2 and 
3, Yellow Rhythms. In addition to editing books, Weizman is 
also a regular contributor to many journals and magazines and 
an editor at large for Cabinet Magazine (New York). Weizman 
is the recipient of the James Stirling Memorial Lecture on the 
City Prize for 2006-2007.

Ines Weizman

Ines Weizman is an architect and critic based in London. She 
is director of the MA Cities, Design and Urban Cultures at 
the Department of Architecture and Spatial Design, London 
Metropolitan University. She is also teaching history and theory 
at Syracuse University’s Architecture Program in London. 
Additionally, she has taught at the Architectural Association, 
the Berlage Institute of Architecture in Rotterdam, and in the 
department of politics at Goldsmiths College London. In recent 
years, she has been researching utopian visions within the 
context of urbanism after the collapse of the Iron Curtain. She 
has particularly concentrated on the architectural transforma-
tion of former East German cities since reunification. The topics 

of several articles she has published include the political and 
ideological spectacles enacted by Soviet-era architecture, the 
urban historiography of former East German cities, and the 
phenomena of “shrinking cities.”

Sarah Whiting

Sarah Whiting is on the faculty of the Princeton School of 
Architecture, where she teaches courses in history and theory. 
Her writing has been published in numerous anthologies, 
journals, and newspapers, and she is currently completing a 
book manuscript, entitled Superblock City: Chicago’s Elastic 
Grid. Additionally, Whiting is a partner, along with Ron Witte, 
in the firm WW, based in Princeton, New Jersey. WW’s current 
work includes the Golden House, in Princeton, which broke 
ground this spring; an office tower proposal in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam; renovations for the Drama Division at the Juil-
liard School, Lincoln Center, New York; and a competition in 
The Netherlands.

Juan Alfonso Zapata

Juan Alfonso Zapata is an architect and an urban planner 
working on new urban development strategies in Latin America. 
His recent projects include the assessment of local and 
regional strategic plans in the Dominican Republic and the 
Caribbean in collaboration with governments and educational 
institutions; the collaboration with the Supersudaca Think Tank 
in the project Al_Caribe (about tourism and human settlements 
in the Caribbean), which is scheduled to be published in 2008; 
and assessing private investors in the region in responsible 
investment strategies. He has taught and lectured on sustain-
able urban development and tourism at several universities 
in the Caribbean and Spain. He is also a founding member of 
Common Asset, a management consultancy firm focusing on 
mixed investments in Latin America.

Ting-Ting Zhang and William Tan

Ting-Ting Zhang and William Tan are currently designers at 
Zaha Hadid Architects, London. They were educated at the 
National University of Singapore and Cornell University. Their 
collaborative works have been exhibited in exhibitions such as 
AIA New York, Students Exhibition 2006, and the Architecture 
Biennial Beijing 2006; these projects have also appeared in 
publications such as Collective Intelligent in Design - Archi-
tectural Design (John Wiley, Sons, Inc., 2006) and Emerging 
Talents, Emerging Technologies (China Architecture and Build-
ing Press, 2006).
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